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What is HPV ?

Å Non enveloped dsDNA virus, simple 
capsid of 2 proteins L1 and L2

Å Common virus with >100 types identified

Å Infects cutaneous and mucosal epithelia

Å 30ð40 infect the mucosal epithelia of women 
and men 
2 groups
ü low risk types causing warts 

HPV 6,11

ü high risk types causing cancer 
15 oncogenic types 

HPV 16,18 ðmost important
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WORLDWIDE ESTIMATES ON THE BURDEN OF HPV & 
RELATED GENITAL DISEASES IN WOMEN



HPV- Associated Malignant Disease
5% of ALL cancers 

Carcinoma cervix Carcinoma vulva

Carcinoma anus Carcinoma tonsil



RANKING OF CERVICAL CANCER TO OTHERS 

CANCERS ACCORDING TO INCIDENCE RATES

61%

Data source: IARC, Globocan 2008

Available at: HPV Information Centre. Human Papillomavirus and Related Cancers in World. Summary Report 2010. [Accessed:

July 2010]. Available at www. who. int/ hpvcentre

of countries cervical cancer ranks among the 3 most 
frequent cancers among women from all ages

WOMEN ALL AGES

Courtesy Prof X Castellsague



RANKING OF CERVICAL CANCER INCIDENCE RELATIVE TO OTHER 

CANCERS IN EUROPE* (INCIDENCE, ALL AGES)

Data source: IARC, Globocan 2008

Available at: HPV Information Centre. Human Papillomavirus and Related Cancers in Europe. Summary Report 2010. [Accessed: 

July 2010]. Available at www. who. int/ hpvcentre

* Europe of 43 countries

In 3 European 

countries Cervical 

cancer ranks as the 

3rd most common 

cancer among 

women (Romania, 

Moldova & 

Macedonia)

Courtesy Prof X Castellsague


